
LEUROLOPHUS, A NEW GENUS OF THE FAMILY 
PSYLLIDAE (HOMOPTERA) 

L. D. TUTHILL, 

Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa 

While undertaking a revision of the North American 
Psyllidae, which has been completed for the subfamilies Trio­
zinae and PsyUinae, the author has encountered several new 
members of the family. One of the most distinctive of these 
novel forms is here described. 

Leurolophus new genus 
Head and prothorax deflexed. Vertex flat, margins straight. Frons 

large, median ocellus borne at apex beneath margin of vertex. Genae 
very slightly swollen. Eyes straight laterally, not hemispherical. 
Thorax flat. Pronotum very long and broad, almost equalling width of 
head. Propleurites unequal. Mesonotum small. Mesopleurites very 
strongly developed. Forewings rhomboidal, thickened, opaque, anal 
area very strongly developed, cubitus and media with common petiole, 
pterostigma lacking. Hind wings well developed, membranous. Legs 
short, stout. Distal tarsal segment elongate and incurved, proximal 
segment somewhat flattened on inner side and incurved, notched 
apically. Abdomen small. 

Genotype: Leurolophus vittatus n. sp. 
This genus resembles Rhinocola Forster and like the latter 

shows affinities with both Livia and Aphalara. It may be dis­
tinguished from Rhinocola by the thorax, especially the size 
and shape of the pronotum, the shape and venation of the 
forewings and by the peculiar tarsi. 

Leurolophus vittatus n. sp. 
Length to tip of folded wings 1.5 mm. 
Color.-General body color dirty white with scattered small brown 

spots. A broad, somewhat irregular, reddish-brown vitta extending 
from anterior margin of vertex onto abdomen. Venter of head and 
thorax brown, abdomen light. Forewings white with a broad brownish 
band along apical margin, scattered brown spots throughout, most 
numerous along costal margin. 

Structure.-Head and thorax coarsely punctate. Head and pro­
thorax somewhat deflexed. Vertex flat, three-fourths as long as wide, 
median suture prominent, posterior margin straight, lateral margins 
straight along eyes then narrowed to anterior margin, latter very 
slightly emarginate. Lateral ocelli at posterior margin of eyes. Frons 
large, prominent, entirely visible in ventral view, extending to margin 
of vertex, median ocellus borne at apex. Genae scarcely swollen. Eyes 
nearly straight-margined laterally, curved anteriorly, one-half as long as 

92 



1942] Tuthill: LeuroZophus psyUidae 93 

vertex, not at all set into vertex. Pronotum fiat, one-half as long as 
vertex, almost as wide as head including eyes. Propleurites very unequal 
dorsally, proepimeron produced dorso-caudad much beyond proepister­
num. Mesonotum fiat. Mesopleurites very strongly developed and 
knobbed. Meso and metascutellum strongly swollen dorsally. Fore­
wings small, opaque, coarsely punctate, one-half as wide as long, rhom­
boidal; veins raised, prominent, basal vein (R+M+Cu) short, M and 
Cu branching opposite furcation of R, Rl extending straight to costa, Rs 
curved apically, marginal cells of moderate size, anal vein and <lnal 
area very strongly developed. Legs short, stout, mesofemora very much 

---- .... -- - ... _--

Leurolophus vittatus, n. sp. Fig. 1. Dorsal aspect of head and pronotum. 
Fig. 2. Lateral aspect of male genitalia. Fig. 3. Forewing. 

enlarged. Tarsal segments incurved, distal segment elongate, proximal 
strongly notched on inner margin. Abdomen small. 

Genitalia.~Male proctiger narrow, somewhat tapering and curved 
caudad apically. Forceps about one-half as long as proctiger; in lateral 
view bearing a large anterior lobe, lobe and axial portion black tipped, 
sharp; in caudal view slender, nearly straight to black subacute apices. 
Female genital segment shorter than rest of abdomen; dorsal valve 
longer than ventral, stout, black tipped, apex very slender and acute; 
ventral valve stout, strongly turned dorsad near apex, truncate, 
emarginate apically. 

HoZotype, male, allotype, female, Tumicacari Mountains, 
Arizona, R. H. Beamer, July 22, 1938. 

Types in Snow Collection, University of Kansas. 
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